Bridgewater State University

Virtual Commons - Bridgewater State University
The Comment

Campus Journals and Publications

1968

Campus Comment, May 1, 1968
Bridgewater State College

Volume 42
Number 12
Recommended Citation
Bridgewater State College. (1968). Campus Comment, May 1, 1968. 42(12).
Retrieved from: http://vc.bridgew.edu/comment/215

This item is available as part of Virtual Commons, the open-access institutional repository of Bridgewater State University, Bridgewater, Massachusetts.

STATE COLLEGE AT BRIDGEWATER, BRIDGEWATER, MASSACHUSETTS

Vol. XLII No. 12

MAY I, 1968

KELLEY, HAYHOW COMPLETE
SeA EXEC BOARD

I

i

MAGUIRE ELECTED
EDITOR

PETER HA YHOW
SCA TREASURER

Michael J. Maguire, twenty year
old Junior h'om Beverly, has been
elected editor-in-chief by the staff
of CAMPUS COMMENT. ilIaguire
carries a double major of History
and Political Science and English.
Michael has been a member of the
newspaper staff for three years and
has filled the position of pro-tern
news editor for one quarter this year.
The new editor has been active in
student government since his Freshman veal'. His first association with
both' student government and the
newspaper came when he circulated
a petition directed to the administration which protested against the
clause in the new cut system \vhich
prohibited Freshmen from cutting
any classes.
:<\CTION has been the new editor's
watchword.
"Fed up to the eyes
with gestures", :Maguire believes
that Bridgewater's problems have
the s. ame ba. S.iS as the.n.ation. 'sprob-.

Peter Hayhow, Treasurer Elect of
S. C. .t.,., and Junior History Major
from Quincy, has issued the following statement to CAMPL"S COl\1~IENT .....
I would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank the many students who worked so hard for me
and all those \vho voted for me in
this past election. I was extremely
impressed by the large turnout for
the S.C.A.. elections.
I feel that
this reflects the growing interest
and spirit at BSC and I hope that
this growth will continue in all
phases of our student life.
r feel that all students at Bridgewater should take an interest in
knowing and should be allowed to
know \,..here their money goes and
how it is used.
To suo rt this
belief I will work for an ~lulUalpublication of the S.C •.t.,., financial report
which would be made available to
anyone interested. I also feel that a

\Vhen asked why he ran for editorin-chief, Maguire responded that he
"feels strongly that the work of the
newspaper is very important. The
position of editor requires a student who takes student journalism
seriously and who is familiar with
the campus and the issues on campus, "
Maguire was also asked if he anticipated any changes in the newspaper. He replied that he did; he
antiCipated a "number of changes in
the philosophy and direction of the
newspaper. I'd like to see the newspaper take a far more active role
and take far more specific stands on
the issues, I'd like to see the ne\vspaper strive for more professionalism."
Maguire's plans for the future include entrY into the Peace Corps
upon gradu~tion or graduate studies
in American Civilization and a possible career in politics.

that all students may be helped. For
these proposals and for the interest
of the student body. I will do the
best job that I am able to do in the
coming year. But I will need your
support and cooperation. I ask you,
the students. to continue to show
your enthusiasm by helping and supporting the S. C.A.
-

.
I_=d.£u:n§~w~p;:!.yJip..~;t;llic~taide.al~"-'r-e.-£:W~ion."~Hocatifms··of-ee1"but don't follow through.' ,
tain SCA funds may be necessary so

Class and Club
Eledions Coming Up!
Don't Forget To Vote!

KEEP OUR CLASS

ON THE MOVE
RE·ELECT

AUGIE FURl ADO
PRES.·CLASS OF 1910

=============

yee MEETS
BSC
One of a series of youth Citizenship Conferences, sponsored by the
Bureau of Civic Education of the
State Department of Education for
area high school students was held
on :Monday, April 15, here at Bridgewater. Eighteen high schools were
represented at the conference
chaired by David Raczkowski.
The theme of the conference was
"Cooperation and Conflict in International .;\ffairs," representing the
fourth in a group of five sessions
held at various state colleges.
The conference opened with a keynote address by Dr. John S. Gibson,
Director of the Lincoln Filene Center for Citizenship and Public Affairs at Tufts University.
Dr.
Gibson contended that the primary
reasons for international conflict
were ideological disputes, the rise
of new nations, concurrent with a
desire for independence by captive
nations, and the problems of atomic
power. and cited Vietnam, Berlin
and Israel as areas where combinations of these forces were at work.
The students and faculty members
present then broke up into 12 small
discussion groups moderated by 24
students from a number of disciplines here at Bridgewater.
In the afternoon, the general sess ion was addressed by Allen H. Lester, former U.S. Consul to Spain,
on "Experiences in the Foreign Service". Another series of discussion
groups" followed.
The final general session concluded with remarl{s by Mr. Rene
Bouchard, Jr., Director of the Bureau of Civic Ed., and by Dr. Jordan
Fiore, Director of the Division of
Social Sciences at Bridgewater.

GERRY KELLEY
seA PRESIDENT
The following is a statementfrom
S.C.A. President-Elect, Gerard M.
Kelley, a History and Political Science Major from Dorcester.
"I would like to take this opportunity to thank. everyone who
worked so hard in my recent campaign. In the coming year, I will
depend upon them and all other students who have a deep concern for
the college community concept, to
help protect that concept from pressure from without.
I would also like to thank the student body for the interest shown in
the several SCA elections, and I
would hope that they would show the
same interest in their various class
elections.
I issue a challenge to the underclassmen who are concerned wi th
this institution to become involved in
student government, and the college
community. They should take the opportunity to file for elections and
. :they~. s]:l.Q1Jld ..."Voluuteer~iorJhevarj,."
ous
student-faculty cominittees
when volunteers are called for."
Gerry outlined his program for
next year as follows:
1.) The student government, which
is ingrown, must be expanded; hence,
wide-open assignments to studentfaculty committees, and more involvement on the part of the student
body in the student government.
2.) There must be more opportunities to air complaints; hence, general and frequent gripe sessions.
3.) We must establish communications among student organizations by
having frequent meetings with the
Heads of the various large student
organizations.
4.) Re-organization of social activities in order to facilitate active
social life,
5.) There must be an absolute veto
on any attempts by any non-student
group to infringe upon fiscal autonomy poliCies that SCA has exercised
for the past 15 years.

An intelligent, feasible program and a hard core of dedicated workers were
the key factors in the 'successful sticker-write-in campaign for SCA President. On April la, 1968, over 900 BSC students voted in a special SCA election for the offices of SCA President and SCA Treasurer. Gerard M. Kelley
of Dorchester was elected President, and Peter Hayhow of Quincy, Treasurer.
From the beginning of the SCA elections, the office of President was hotly
contested.
In the Primary H. Douglas Lay and Michael J. ::'\laguire were
nominated. Almost immediately, Kelley's supporters massed and encouraged
him to run a write-in campaign. At this time, Peter Liberman, election committee chairman was asked for a ruling about the coming final election. He
stated that write-ins would be permitted, He further added that a candidate
would have to win by a clear majority i.e. 50 per cent plus one of those voting.
The result of this ruling was that since no one received a clear majority
in either the presidential or the treasurer's election, there was no winner.
At the next" meeting of the SCA Council, Thursday, April 4, Liberman submitted his reSignation. (This action and the resulting rule set by the election committee were published in the April 11 issue of the CAMPUS COMMENT.) A special election was slated for April 10.
On Monday, in a surprise move, Michael J. Maguil'e withdrew from the
race "for personal reasons" and urged his supporters to yote for Gerry
Kelley. For the next two days, Kelley and Hayhow waged a strong campaign,
while Lay and Taylor seemed to lose momentum. As a result, Kelley and
Hayhow were elected with heavy majorities.

MARTIN LUTHER KING ACTION
COMMITTEE FORMED

K~TI

CREATES SCHOLARSHIP
Kappa Delta Pi will award two
scholarships for incoming Freshmen for the 1968-69 academic year.
One will be awarded to the highest
ranking incoming Freshman Negro
student and will be enti tIed the
"Martin L. King Memorial Scholarship". The other scholarship will
be awarded to the highest ranking
Freshman student. Qualifications
for both these scholarships will be
judged by the Admissions Board and
financial need of the student will be
taken into conSideration. The scholars~ip that hac been previously
awarded to a graduating Senior for
graduate study will be discontinued.
The above changes were voted at
the Kappa Delta Pi Meeting on April
24th.

Junior Class presents ESBTIDE
White CUffs of Plymouth
May 25, 1968
Tickets on
Sale in the Rotunda

The first meeting of the Martin
Luther King action committee was
held Tuesday, April 23, at 10;00 AM
in the Charnel on Coffee House. The
purpo se of the meeting was to focus
the active commitment of each member toward immediate and dynamic
measures against White racism at
Bridgewater State College and in
America.
In brief, the potential
direction discussed by the group included; (1) A task force to investigate eConomic inequities toward the
Negro population of Bridgewater,
BrOCkton, . Roxbury and other surrounding communities; (2) Student
and professor exchange program
with predominantly Negro colleges
and universities; (3) Active recruitment of Negro students and profesSOl'S; (4) Workable program proposed to keep Negro ghetto students
in Bridgewater state, such as a fiveyear college plan, the formation of
head-start, pre-college summer
classes on campus, and tutoring of
Negro students by student and fa cuI ty
Volunteers;
(5)
Faculty-Student
Teach-In for the town and college
community including discussions on
condi tions causing the Negro Revolution in America and the responsibility White America has toward
Black America today,

Besides discussing these possible
means of action, each member was
given the opportunity to channel his
commitment toward specific problems and through different means of
expression by the formation of subcommittees.
Voices will be heard; they're committed to be heard, ]jut concrete
results will follow only through the
cooperative efforts of everyone-students, faculty, and administration.
The next meeting of the Martin
Luther King Action Committee will
be posted in the dorms and on the
main bulletin board in the Rotunda.

TIME FOR A CHANGE

BOB MANCINI
fOR
PRESIDENT
CLASS Of 1910
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LETTERS TO THE EDIT

NEW DIRECTIONS
As Editor-in-chief of this college's newspaper, I hope to be and to cause
the CAIvIPUS COMMENT to be a force for change. I do not feel that this
publication's status as an organization funded by the student government in
any way alters the essential functions or goals of our work as journalists.
I see that function as one ot an informant and educator of the reading public,
acting in the dual role of objective reporter and subjective analyst, with the
goal of providing that public with facts and insight sufficiently broad to allow
for an adult and reasoned view of our society, that is, Bridgewater State College and the world it inhabits.
Consequently, the editorial policy of this newspaper, as the journalist's
role as analyst demand, will be reasoned, informed and responsible; but it
will be clear and specific, and it ,.,rill not be deterred by negative reaction in
any sector of the college community. To this end, the Editorial Board and
staff of CAMPUS COMMENT will soon begin the preparation of a comprehensive policy statement, treating the various issues at hand: academic,
social, financial, and so forth. In our role as critic, the several facets of
student government must expect far greater public scrutiny than they have
heretofore received - dormitory and commuter bodies as well as SCA included.
Academic and parietal rules and restrictions require far more
student comment as well.
Equally towards this end we feel the urgent and pressing need to move
this campus into closer contact with the state and national issues which
affect our lives and our futures. Here, since we cannot possibly know the
State House or Washington as well as we can our own college, we cannot
claim eJoo.:pertise. We can however, do what is within our power to stimulate
interest and dialogue concerning the state, nation and world around us.
Bridgewater is no longer a sleepy little normal school on the South Shore
of a quiet state in a rural nation. Change and growth assault us every day,
and we hope to cause CAMPUS COMMENT to take its place among those
changes and forces of change.
M.1M

Phase One: Editorial Policy
If a newspaper is to have the right to call itself that, it has a responsibility
to keep separate its reporting of the news and its orientation towards the
significance of those events. If, however, the newspaper is to proceed on
some plan and to have some objectives in its reporting of the news, then an
editorial poiicy concerning the issues under analysis is indispensible.
In the past, CAMPUS COMMENT has abdicated its obligation in this area
by pursuing a rather hit-or-miss policy towards its own role and towards
the events it reports. Betrayed by flippant and inaccurate reporting of the
news such an attitude is destructive to the goals of journalism and, almost
incidentally, to the good name and respect given to the publication that acts
in such an irresponsible manner. It is for this reason that, at some time in
the past, CAMPUS COMMENT ceased to be a true newspaper and became a
journal of opinion. It is against this problem that the new staff and Editorial
Board of the CAMPUS COMMENT intend to direct their immediate concern
in the formulation of a comprehensive editorial policy, based on facts and
analysis and not on whim.
MJM

CAMPUS COMMENT WANTS YOUI
Since a large part of the staff and Editorial Board of the CAMPUS COMMENT is
-. gra du sting this year, the-student newspa~r af your college is in desperale.need-for.. .-..~
persons to build a new staff for the coming year. Positions are open on the layout
staff, the news reporter and feature reporter pool, and on the business and typing
staff. If you are interested in student journalism and in the job of keeping your college informed, then this is an opportunity for YOU to stop complaining and start
helping to change things. If you are interested, fill out the form below and return it
to:
CAMPUS COMMENT:
State College at Bridgewater
Bridgewater, Mass. 02324
NAME: ___________________________________________
ADDRESS:

COLLEGE: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
HOME: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

PHONE NUMBER:

COLLEGE: _ _ _ __

HOME:

POSITION DESIRED: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
DATE AVAILABLE TO BEGIN WORK: _______________
EXPERIENCE IN JOURNALISM (IF ANY): ________________
NOT REQUIRED

On April 4, 1968, a great tragedy
befell this country of ours. The
Reverend Doctor Martin Luther
King, Jr., was killed by a white man.
On April 5, 1968, another great
tragedy befell this country. What
was the second great tragedy? It
was the reaction by the black and
white communities of this country.
The black reaction I can understand
but not condone. The whi te reaction
I cannot understand and I must condemn to the height and depth of my
soul. I found some of this reaction
right here at the State College at
Bridgewater, Mass.
It was the
dirtiest, most ugly thing I have ever
seen in my entire life.
May I return to my childhood so
that I may place this reaction in its
proper perspective.
I spent six of my early (5-11)
childhood years in the South. I
also spent the last days of my childhood (17-19) at a small southern
university. I have spent the rest of
my life in the North.
During those six years of early
childhood in the south, I spent a great
deal of time with Negroes of my own
age and also with Negro adults. Hate
was not part of my life at home as
it was in a great many white homes
in the area. I spent a great deal of
time in Negro homes and with Negroes in my home.
My high school days here in the
North were filled with contact with
the Negro.
Some of my closest
friends,thosepeople I love the most,
are Negroes.
During my college days in the
South, I was a student member of
the N.A.A.C.P. and my southern
white friends knew it. It was during this time that the most shocking, at least until last Friday, day
of my life occurred.
I was on my way to spend Easter
vacation at the home of a friend in
Middlesboro,
Kentucky.
A bus
driver had given me some misinformation about changing buses. I
ended up spending part of the day in
a rainy Chattanooga, Tennessee. I
decided to walk around and see the
qity ~.V:~I1_ thQ~gh it was raining
heavily. On one street I fell into
step with a Negro boy about ten
years old.
There were very few
people on the streets that day so we
were the only two on that block. I
tried to talk to him. He had the
most frightened look I had ever seen
in my life.
It took a while but
finally he began to realize that I
was not going to hurt him. As we
parted he was still somewhat afraid
ofme.
r have dated Negro girls but not
with the usual reason, sex, that many
white males "date" Negro girls. I
did so because I happened to like
these girls. If I had fallen in love
with a Negro girl and had felt the
time was ripe for me to get married I would have married a Negro
girl.
Because I am marrying a
white girl does not mean that I
have changed my mind about mixed
marriages,
I have not.
In my
philosophy of life, the color of a
person's skin is not a barrier to

anything including marriage. One
of my best friends is marrying a
white girl.
As you can see my life has been
full of contact with Negroes. I have
been on peace marches, heard Dr.
King speak in person, been in Roxbury, know people from Harlem and
generally know the Negro for what
he is, a human being. He loves and
has been forced to hate. He bleeds
and dies for his race and for his
country. He is as beautiful as anyone.
The reaction here at B.S.C, was
enough to make me very' angry. I
said what I had to say by plaCing a
Sign on my coat saying' 'THE KING
is DEAD. Long Live the KING of
LOVE." There were a lot of people
who found this very funny; they
laughed.
Some even ridiculed the
man for whom I was on the point of
tears.
If this country is in any way represented by the people I saw at
B. S. C, last Friday then thi s country
of ours is heading down the same
road that the Roman Empire took on
its plunge toward complete destruction and I, for one, ,\fish to be one of
the ones who will die as Dr. King
died, living and saying and praying
that all men may some day soon live
together, eat together, love together
and then spend eternity saved and not
damned•.
Peter Liberman
The ugly scar of racism has disfigured the very soul of America
since its birth as a nation; it is so
fundamentally opposed to the basic
concepts of Americanism that only
blindness, indifference and hatred
can be its causes. With the recent
death of Dr. Martin Luther King, a
sense of immediacy has swept into
the nations' leaders and itdoes seem
as though many 'treforms" are being
proposed in respect for and in
memory of Dr. Martin Luther King,
It is at such a time as now, when the
emotional fervor of our" "reformers" is at its peak, that we
must not betray our convictions and
good sense.
In order to understand racism we
must first define it. In its most
fundamental sense, racism preaches
that a man inherits the virtues and
vices of his ancestors. It is the
most vulgar attempt to claim unearned virtue that man has perpetrated yet. It ascribes both guilt
and glory to a man because his
parents came from Israel. Africa,
Germany J Georgia, or the "typical
American town." The evil intrinsic
in this philosophy is that it gives
unearned rewards and guilt to its
victims and that it represents an irrational escape from the reali ty that
men must be judged individually and
objectively.
It has been suggested that Bridgewater take a firm stand in the ci viI
rights movement by actively attempting to balance our studentpopulation on campus by recruiting
Negro students. In the first place
Bridgewater's application form does

Review: In Cold Blood
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF -

Michael J. Maguire

ADMINISTRATIVE ASST. -

James Fonseca

NEWS EDITOR - Joseph O'Sullivan

FEATURE EDITORS - Mark Allen Leach

RE-WRITE EDITOR - Robert Mancini

LAYOUT EDITOR - Christine Hathaway

SPORTS EDITOR - Chris Brady

BUSINESS MANAGER - Ed Lana
ASST. - Gerry Kelley

PHOTOGRAPHERS - Tony Caruso,
Diane Lindstrom
CARTOONISTS - Gerry Conefrey

MEMSER

CIRCULATION and PUBLIC
RELATIONS DIRECTOR - Fran Robin
LAYOUT STAFF

Jackie Laubner, Maureen Griffin, Julie Melville, Frances
Drake, Sheila Donohue
REPORTERS and FEATURE WRITERS
William Stewart, Anne Grossi, Brian Gilligan, Roger
Robitaille, Donnie Jones, Cheryl Faris, Dale Fisher,
YveHe Tetrault, Joseph Proia, Anne O'Connell
TYPISTS
JDyce Chimbur, Kalhy Giberti, Frad Robin
FACULTY ADVISO R- Benjamin A. Spence

After just seeing IN COLD BLOOD
we have not yet decided whether director-writer Richard Brooks has
actually attempted to adapt Truman
Capote's "non-fiction novel" for the
screen or if he has Simply made a
picture about the same savage mass
murder that Capote was concerned
with.
If the intent was the latter, then
he has produced a slick. fast moving
and at times almost artistically
brilliant film. If the former, then
he has done more to negate and discredit Capote's &.ccomplishment
than all the Kenneth Tynans and
Civil Liberties Unions in existence.
Newcomers Robert Blake and
Scott Wilson as the psychotic Perry
smith and Richard Hickock turn in
commendable performaJ:).ces, yet
iack the ability to project the subtleties of character demanded. by
their complex roles. Hickock comes
off completely one sided, a smooth
talking petty crook with a cinemascopic leer. Smith is portrayed as
a misunderstood ragamuffin who
should have been sentto camp rather
than to the gallows. If this indeed
were true, then the Clutter family
of HOlcomb, Kansas, would still be
ali ve and the picture never would

by B. E. Taylor

have been made.
Technically the film is a Pyrrhic
victory. Unity of form and content
has degenerated to an unexplainable
clash of black and white news-reel
technique with hoakey pseudo-symbolic scene transitions and sentimental flashbacks.
Yet when the film does soar, it
does so to near brilliant heights.
The mass murder of the Clutters is
a scene so inherently full of sensationalism as to tempt any director, but Brooks handles it to perfection. When the time comes for
the moment of truth in the film's
"message" we are plunged into the
desolation. despair, and "cruel and
unusual punishment" of death row.
The final hanging of Hickock and
Smith is just brutal enough to force
consideration of the morality of a
SOCiety that spawns the murders of
the Clutters and then legally appoints
killers to kill the killers, all in cold
blood.
The film is well worth seeing and
yet to those who still read, it bears
no resemblance for better or worse
to Mr. Capote's book and only the
name has not been changed to attr act the crowds.

not ask the race or creed of the
applicant. We are all aware of the
apparent fact that Bridgewater is at
capacity enrollment and that classes
are often crowded, poorly scheduled.
and held in inappropriate classrooms (the auditorium); a fact which
demands that Bridgewater's admittance criteria be difficult to meet
for the average student. Only the
most academically qualified, those
who have the greatest chances for
success, should be accepted. Hopefully Bridgewater is still dedicated
to the pursuit of knowledge and truth.
If one speck of academic honesty remains at Bridgewater, then the only
criteria for admittance must be
academic.
It has been suggested that since the
Negro (and other minority groups)
often receive a high school education
of poorer quality than the average
white student, Bridgewater should
lower its academic standards of admittance for such students. In the
first place, thi s constitutes little
more than a special privilege for
Negro students,
It is a carefully
concealed expreSSion of the doctrine of racism--concealed with altruistic sentiments, Racism is not
being rejected here; it is beingprofanely displayed at the cost of
Bridgewater's academic integrity as
wen as the possible a"dmission of a
perfectly well-qualified non-Negro
student.
Secondly, this is not Bridgewater's problem. If the Negro receives an inadequate education in the
high schools, then the battle should
be fought there--where the problem
exists.
I ask you to remember that the
question at hand is not whether or
not Bridgewater is segregated. Remember that by granting special
conSideration on the basis of race in
no way denies the intrinsic evil of
racism, but rather reaffirms it at
the cost of our integrity. We must
ask ourselves if Bridgewater is to
be dedicated to the pursuit of academic excellence or if it is to become a social worker's laboratory.
Richard Andrews
I would lil{e to take this opportunity to explain the cancellation of
the Sophomore- sponsored concert
scheduled for May 17. Tom Rush,
our original choice, due to the fact
that no contracts had yet been signed,
decided to do some T.V. shows in
England instead of coming to B.S.C.
We, the executive board, then looked
into other possibilities but due to
lack of time, the only choices we had
were the Pozo-Seco Singers and a
Boston Sound concert, each of which
would cost the class $2,000 plus expenses. Our treasury has, at this
time, $730 and instead of possibly
losing the rest of our treasury, the
executive board voted to just cancel
the concert. Our treasury just simply could not afford to take a loss
of money_ A further problem is the
fact that two of the fraternities are
also planning to have their annual
beach parties starting on the day on
which our concert was scheduled and
this would take quite a few people
off campus.
We, the Sophomore
Class officers, sincerely hope that
we have not disappointed too many
people but we felt that there would
not be enough of a turnout to make
the concert a financial success and
that for the good of the class we
should cancel the concert.
Octavio Furtado
Pres. Class of '70

MAA Candidates
The Men's Athletic Association
has nOminated the following men for
the various offices to be held next
year, and elected sometime before
the May meeting of MAA:
President: Brian Gilligan
Nick DeFelice
Vice-PreSident: Bruce Nelson
Herb Lynch
Secretary: Don Ward
George Stradley
Corresponding Secretary:
Tom Moriss
Tom O'Shauhnessy
Treasurer: . Paul Stella
Ron Dziergonski
Delegates:
Senior: Fred Baker
Dick Capello
Junior: Barry Fitzpatrick
Jerry Crowley
Sophomore: Mills Davis
George Sullivan

MAY I, 1968

STATE COLLEGE AT BRIDGEWATER

orld of Carl Sandberg

.Rambling
by Roger Robitaille

The Drama Club and the Verse
Choir presented THE WORLD OF
CARL SANDBURG to a small, but
responsi ve audience on Wednesday
evening, April 10.
The Reader's
Theatre Production was directed
and staged by Dr. Karin V. L.
DuBin, of the Speech and Drama
Department.
The program opened with a medley
by a folk quartet, featuring Jon
Cucinatto and Tom Witham. The
familiar folk songs, including "This
Land" and "When the Saints Go
Marching In" lightened the audience's spirits and prepared them
for the entertainment to came.
And more entertainment did come.
The characters were perfectly
matched to their parts, especially
Brian Hurley with his sly, snarly
voice and Burton Alho whose misty, mysteriOUS voice cast 0. fo-o-og
over the audience. All the other
interpreters: Lyn Baldwin, Linda
Bradford, Lyn Curtin, Michael
Homer, Katie Lanigan, June Liberman, Peter ~iberman, Beth McDermott,
James Tavares, Herbert
Ward, and Deborah \\-11ite succeeded
in making THE WORLD OF CARL
SANDBURG more than just a dry,
boring recitation from a book. They
all lived their parts and made the
audience live them too.

The entire production moved along
rapidly and bits of action prevented
monotony. The guitar and harmonica
interludes also provided a change of
pace and a more relaxing mood. Of
course, the subtle wit and heartfelt drama of Carl Sandburg was
constantly present to arouse the
audience's spirits.
Herb Ward. the narrator, kept a
vital link with the audience through
his frequent interjections of information about Sandburg's life and
works.
James Tavares stole the
second part of the show with his
powerful voice singing a selection
from THE AMERICAN SONGBAG,
"There's a Man Going Round Taking
Names" •
Unfortunately,
only about 75
people were present to enjoy this
excellent production. It may be that
students were frightened away by
the fact that it was a Reader's
Theatre Pl'oduction.
The superb
direction by Dr. DuBin, however,
succeeded in overcoming the monotony and dryness that might accompany this type of play. THE
WORLD OF CARL SANDBURG was
very effectively directed, staged
and dramatized, and proved to be an
enjoyable experience for all that
attended. by Bob Mancini

WRA KITE .. FUIE

asc Hosts
Superintendents
Conference

Up, up and away! The Women's
Recreation Association invites all
female students to a Kite-Flite on
May 7th at 10:00 AM behind the college gymnasium.. Sounds different-----Dn, ..ApriLl6")C L7'"T lB .-.Bridge,l'iatereven -a:-"little-rIdicmous7~Mayoe,"~
was host to the fifty-third Annual
but how long has it been since you've
Superintendent's Conference of the
dared to be unusual? If too long,
Massachusetts Department of Eduhere is your chance for a change.
cation. The greeting was given by
It's just a fun hour, simple and
Dean Harrington and the opening
free.
That's what makes it difa9dress was given by Thomas J.
ferent. If you bring yourself, W. R. A..
Cuttin, Deputy Commissioner of
will bring the kites. There will be
Education who spoke for Owen B.
prizes too, so what's there to lose?
Kiernan, State Commissioner of
You may even enjoy yourself.
Education.
Bulletin: C. C. April 24. Rumor
The schedule of events included
has it that the CAMPUS COMMENT
curriculum demonstrations, and
Fabulous Females may compete.
panel discussions of new concepts in
curriculum development, construction of school bUildings for modern
curricula, and mutual responsibilities and changing roles.
Other speakers in the three day
program were Arland Fo ChristJones President of Boston UniverThe CAMPUS COMMENT extends
sity, Paul Parkes, Director of Bosits congratulations to Richard Brown
ton's Model Cities Program. and
who solved the CAMPUS COMMENT
William C. White, Executive Vice
He won two
MYSTERY SA YIN'G.
President of Northeastern Univerpasses to the Cinema I & II by corsity.
rectly identifying the saying as
"Cruelty has a human heart", which
is from William Blake's A DIVINE
IMAGE.
Now here's another chance for you
to win two passes to the Cinema I &
II.
Below are listed ten modern
synonyms for Ii terary works. Supply
the title and the authors and you will
win. Bring entries to the CAMPUS
COMMENT Office.
Anyone wi shing' to submi tan original literary quiz to the CAMPUS
COMMENT will also win two free
passes if the quiz is printed.
Here are the synonyms for the
ten Ii terary works:
1. King's Cool Pad.
2, Miscarriage.
3. Princess Summer, Fall, Winter,
Spring's Figurative Mate.
4. Defoliated Yale.
5. Topsy Turvy Outlook.
6. Free Speech.
7. Yogi Berra in the Grain.
8. Sales Tag.
9. Snapshot of Michaelangelo on a
Back in '65' when our juniors were
Bearskin Rug.
frosh. a silent invasion tookplace on
10. Ecstasy in a Joint.
upper campus that went virtually unnoticed.
These imperialistic in.vaders have since then colonized in
the walls of Horace Mann's AuditorAttention all members of
ium, and are spreading. In fact,
Kappa Delta Pi r Elections
these
destructive little insects
for next years' officers will
known as "termites" have colonized
be held in the Rotunda durto such an extent around the left
ing the week of April 29 front interior door, that it is now
May 2, Check the Kappa
included on the Biology major's list
board for announcements.
of the _ten most interesting field trip

CAMPUS COMMENT

MYSTERY
SAYINGS SOLVED

Attention Kappa!

The Trinity Square Repertory
Company's sixth and final presentation
of
the year,
Racine's
"Phaedra". opened last Thursday
April 25, and continues for four
weeks at the Rhode Island School of
DeSign Theatre at Market Square in
Providence.
The cast features
Katherine Helmond as Phaedra with
James Gallery, Peter Gerety and
others.
Special student rates at
$1. 7 5 are available for Tuesday,
Wednesday, or Thursday evenings
at 8 :00 PM and a Saturday matinee
at 2:30.
For further information
write them at 50 The Arcade, Providence, Rhode Island.
On Sunday evening May 5, The
Brockton Symphony Orchestra, in
cooperation with Stonehill College,
will present a display of paintings
and graphics at Stonehill, by some
of the areas most popular artists.
Participating in the event will be
the Westwood Gallery, the Boston
Printmakers, and the Cambridge
Art Association Gallery. Samplings
of wines and cheeses will be available to browsers and buyers, and
musical entertainment 'will be provided by the sponsoring group. For
an interesting evening of fine art,
music and wine may we suggest this
display from 7 :00 to midnight on
May 5, in Boland Hall at Stonehill.
Admission is a modest $1 for adults
and $.50 for students.
Stanley Kubrick's "2001: A Space
Odyssey" is presently running at the
Boston Cinerama. The film takes a
long look at space travel, technology
in the future, and the exploration of
the beyond, completely immerSing
the viewer within it. It combines
drama with commentary, and the
result is what critics have labeled
as the best piece of science fiction
to date. To those interested in the
world of the future, the world of the
beyond, "2001" should be an interesting and enjoyable experience.
The Bolshoi Ballet Company,
headed by prima ballerina Maya
Plisetskaya will give six performances at the Music Hall in Boston.
The works to be performed in~ __GlLWe. "Swan-Lak~Act _IL and"
"Gisselle"
Act
II. The performances will run from Tuesday
night, May 7 through Saturday night,
May 11 at 8:30 P.M.
A special
matinee will be held on Saturday
at 2:30.
The
Boston engagement of
"You're A Good Man Charlie
Brown" has again been extended. The
mUSical, which has been running at
the Wilbur for five months now, is
one of the most delightful hits to
arrive in several years. Tickets
are nOw available through May 5,
and can be had by writing the
ticket office.
Academy Award Winner "Closely
Watched Trains" continues at the
Symphony Cinema I at Huntington
and Mass. Aves.
And "Elvira Madigan", one ofthe
most beautiful films since "A Man
& A Woman" is currently running
at the Cinema lin Brockton. This
Swedish film has won much acclaim
both in America and abroad for its
tasteful combination of music cinematography. For those in love, and
those who can remember love; "Elvira Madigan" will be a beautiful
experience.
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SENATOR
SAL TONSY ALL TO
SPEAK TUESDAY
Senator Leverett Saltonstall, a
member of the United States Senate
for 22 years will speak on "Some
Problems in the Year of Political
Conventions" in the Horace Mann
Auditorium on Tuesday, April 30th
at 10 A.M. The public address by
the Senator is being sponsored by
the International Relations Club of
Bridgewater and all interested students and faculty are invlted...

FACULTY WIVES
SCHOLARSHIP
The Faculty Wives Club of the
State College at Bridgewater is
offering its fourth annual full-tui tion
scholarship grant of $200 to a needy
junior girl in good scholastic standing who has contributed to the cultural atmosphere at Bridgewater.
Any junior girl interested in competing for this award should send a
letter stating her qualifications to
Mrs. George Weygand, at 141 South
Street, Bridgewater, Mass.
Applications will be reviewed by
the Scholarship Committee, conSisting of Dean Ellen Shea, Dean
Lee Harrington and Mrs. Weygand.
Applications must be received by
Wednesday, May 1.
The award will be presented during the Honors Day ceremony on
May 21.
The scholarship represents the
proceeds from food sales, rummage
sales and a foreign film presentation sponsored by the Faculty Wives
Club.

Color and variations will be intregal parts of the 1968 Spring
Aquabrytes' Show.
Entitled "Interpretations", this year's swimming pageant will be presented Friday and Saturday nights, May 3 and
4 at 8 P.M.
The interpretations
presented will include such diverse
themes as "Today's Sound" and
"The Ladies of the Court." Tickets
are on sale now. Don't forget, on
the 3rd and 4th, the Pool is where
it's at.

SURREALISTIC PUPPET SHOW

••• Some Pretty Wild Things •..
by Mark Allen Leach

May 9, 1968 will witness a startling departure from the usual drama
ciub_, _pl'orluction.c_cc_CMiPUS COM-MENT interviewed Mr. N. Friedman, the producer and director of
the two off-beat one act plays;
Albee's THE AMERICAN DREAM,
and Ionesco's JACK, OR THE SUBMISSION.
Interviewer. What prompted your
choice of the Albee play, THE
AMERICAN DREAM?
Friedman. It is a very funny play
and in a way Albee is like Shaw in
the sense that he is saying the most
devastating and outrageous things
about middle class values and
morality, but in terms that would be
contemporary and meaningful to an
American audience.
Albee says
some very nasty and true things
about American values and says
them in an extremely hilarious way.
Shaw, like Brecht, was always the
social critic although his theatrical
form was closer to the nineteenth
century.
Both were didactic and
attempted to reform society. With
the exception of THE AMERICAN
DREAM and THE DEATH OF BESSIE SMITH, Albee does not strike
me as the social reformer.
I
(Continued Next Column)
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SNAFU U
sites in Southeastern Mass.
If their colonization continues at
its present rate, by the time the
student union is completed (mid 1980
if the pumps hold out). all that will be
left of Boyden Hall will be 250 door
knobs, a pile of sawdust and 2 boxes
of Zagnut Bars from the Book Store.
(Amen)
D. J. McPhew. Ace reporter here
at SNAFU-U has recently put his
famous ''power crew" to work
tracking down a mysterious Per-

NEWS BRIEFS
Richard
Gonsalves, a senior
transfer student and former assistant scientist's aid (or the U. S.
Fish and Wildlife SerVice, working
out of the Bureau of Commercial
Fisheries Research Base at the
State Pier. Gloucester, Mass., will
give a lecture on sharks, illustrated
by slides, in the Science Lecture
Hall on Friday, May 10 at 1:00,
sponsored by the Biology Department.
Richard Gonsalves, in addition to
working for the Base for one year.
also went on a 20 day research cruise
off the Grand Banks, aboard the
research vessel DELAWARE.

sonage with the initials S. B. N. It
seems that he has some mysterious
power over these insects, and has
persuaded them to remove his
initials from the wall of the Marshall
Conant Science Building
leaving' the impressive picture above
right as the result. Who knows how
far back this may set the science
dept. at Bridgewater.
D.J. (Dangerous Jake) McPhew

don't picture him as out in any way
to reform society, I don't think this
--is~.~bis -p~"imary -pur.pose.--.-An~~-thi.s,-

is true when comparing Albee with
ronesco, who is more the philosopher and constructive critic. I'm
not sure that Albee does more than
record his own sickness very often,
in an entertaining and ambigious
way.
Interviewer. For whatpurpose does
Albee use satire, to embarrass the
audience if not reform them?
Friedman. Yes, I think certainly to
get people to take a look at themselves.
Interviewer. And the other author
you chose, Ionesco. Why did you
choose his earlier play JACK, OR
THE SUBMISSION?
Friedman. I felt that JACK was a
very good play for the group here
at Bridgewater to do. I felt that
perhaps this would afford them an
opportunity to identify a little bit
more with the form since most of
these students have never done this
type of theatre. I felt that this was
a family play and more comprehensible than some of his other plays.
The parent-child relationship is explored somewhat in JACK and I
think on that account it is much more
understandable to the students who
are going to do the show. Ionesco is
conSidered the Father of the Absurd, his first plays were written
in the early 'fifties, Albee might be
said to be the first American playwright that could fall into that category.I think there is a parallelism in the thematic material.
Both plays are family settings and
in a sense the family is the microcosm to indicate the extreme lack
of communication between individuals. If communication is not possible within the confines of the
family, then it is not possible wi thin
the larger family. Secondly, both
playwrights are attacking the submiSSion of the human being, or the
individual conSCience, conformity to
traditional values and stereotyped
thinking.
I'm not sure whether
Albee is committed to man, his
homosexual hangups too often intrude, whereas I think that Ionesco,
while he feels that the basic situation of the human being is absurd,
is probably more committed to the
human being in JACK. ronesco is
warning contemporary men of the
danger of folly prey to deadly conformity, and urging them to resist
the slogans from both right and left
(Continued Page 4, Column 3)
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Basketball Squad Elects MVP
1968-69 Captain

ase Trackmen Open

I

Against fitchburg

Graduating Senior captain, Al Petipas, has been elected most valuable
player of the 1967-1968 Basketball team. At the annual break-up dinner,
Petipas' teammates selected him for the first MVP award in the school's
history. The 5' 11" guard from Cambridge was the second leading scorer
on the 1967-1968 team 'with a 15.0 average. He led the team in 1966-1967
with a 11.5 average.
One of his finest games was his college finale against a very strong Stonehill team. Al scored 25 pOints, had eight rebounds, and played an outstanding game all around.
Petipas \vas the team floor leader andplaymaker in addition to his scoring.
His value is indicated by his election as co-captain in both his junior and
senior years. He had high single game scoring marks of 33 against Nichols
in 1967 and 29 against Eastern Connecticut in 1968. He had rebound games
of 9 against Fitchburg state and 8 against Stonehill in the 1967-1968 season-a fine record for a 5' 11" guard.
Captain for the 1968-1969 season is Junior, Tom MorriS. The 6' 4" center-foreward from Kingston, \vas the 1967-1968 scoring and rebound leader.
Morris ended the season strongly compiling a 17.7 per game scoring mark
and an average of 13.3 rebounds per game. Tom had season highs of 34
points against Rhode Island College, and 26 rebounds against Farmington
State. His .488 shooting percentage was also high among the team regulars.

KAPPA DELTA PI
BANQUET SCHEDULED

BRIDGEWATER STATE COLLEGE
BASKETBALL
FINAL STATISTICS 1967-68
Tom Morris

G
21

FG
147

PCT
..±-!S

FT
78

PCT
.479

REB
280

A VG
13.3

PTS
372

AVG
17.7

Al Petitpas

21

118

.395

79

.782

86

4.1

315

15.0

Barry Fitzpatrick

20

65

.308

68

.557

64

3,2

198

9,9

Bob Pariseau

IS

4-!

.373

22

.647

62

3.4

110

6.1

Jerry Crowley

16

40

.364

25

.694

74

4.6

105

6.6

Larry Kelleher

21

38

.322

20

.488

92

4.4

94

4.5

Ron Broman

10

32

.508

28

.667

68

6.8

92

9.2

Don Ward

15

19

.288

14

.778

24

1.6

52

3.5

Steve Doherty

11

19

.352

12

.522

25

2.3

50

4.5

.John Zeeland

16

18

.462

13

.591

41

2.5

49

3.1

9

11

.550

8

.615

11

1.2

30

3.3

Ray Leighton

6

6

.545

7

.778

3

.5

Tom Sullivan

2

9

.346

0

.000

8

4.0

18

9.0

John O'Donnell

4

5

.500

2

.667

2

.5

12

3.0

Charlie Elwell

3

5

.625

1

.500

10

3.3

11

3.7

Bruce Silva

3

2

.500

4

.800

6

2.0

8

2.7

B. S.C. Totals

21

578

.389

381

.599

856

40.8

1537

73.2

Opponents Totals

21

664

.445

431

.66

854

40.7

1757

83.8

~lark

Conserva

3.~
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COLLEGE BOWL LIVES
The time has come! The great
event you've been waiting for has
arrived!
The College Bowl final
game is just around the corner!
That collegiate" Battle ofthe Brains
That collegiate "Battle of the
Brains" is about to produce its first
champion. Teams have come and
gone in the sunny recesses of the
Demonstration Room, but only two
have emerged victorious. \Vho are
these formidable intellects who will
shortly launch finely honed barbs ·of
knowledge at each other? None
other than the four-man team from
the men's dorm, and the four-girl
(yes, that's right) team drawn from
the ranks of the commuters! Great
Socrates' Ghost!
Who among us
dares to predict the outcome of this

fateful encounter? Will feminine
charm and evasiveness overcome
masculine sleuth and cunning? Can
you stand the rapier sharp thrusts
and parries of keen intellect? Can
Bridgewater produce a team which
will counter the best any other
American college has to offer? Will
the Kappa College Bowl be born as a
permanent and honorable tradition
among the student body?
The answer to these and other
questions may be found in the
Demonstration Room on Tuesday,
May 14, 1968 at 10:00 A.M. Dean
Harrington \\111 present the Kappa
College Bowl Trophy. Is chivalry
dead? Do the men dare win? Can you
afford to miss it?
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COLOR

A strong Bridgewater Track and
Field team lost their first meet to
Fitchburg on April 23rd, but made a
bid in every event that indicates a
different final score in later meets.
Among the fifteen events, only three
BSC men came out on top (Tom
O'Shaughnessy in the High Jump, Vic
DeFelice in the 440, and Bruce Nelson in the two mile). But in eight
out of fifteen events, BSC trackmen
finished second and in strong contention. A standout performance was
turned in by Greg Stradley, who delivered second place in the diSCUS,
shot and high jump, while also contributing to a winning relay team.
It appears that this year's edition
of the Bears is a much improved
model, and it will be interesting to
note if the team holds its momentum.

The Kapp a Delta Pi Banquet will
be held Tues. May 7, at 6:00 P.M.
at the Capeway Manor, 1507 Main
St. ,Brockton.
All members who
wish to attend must sign up by
Wednesday, May 1 on the sign-up
sheets posted in the Ad Building (on
the Kappa bulletin board) in Pope
Hall, Tillinghast Hall and Woodward
Hall. Members who can drive the
night of the banquet will be asked to
indicate so on the sign-up sheet.
Members will assemble at 5:15
Tuesday, May 7 at Pope Hall.
Banquet program will consist of
installation of new officers by Professor Englund of the Philosophy
Dept.

MAY I, 1968

Spring Track
Outlook '68

WRA BANQUET
PLANNED

The 1967 season was a little dismal for the track team; all 6 of
them. ~t got to be a little embarassing when BSC would go up against
another college ".rith a 35 or 40 man
squad with only 6 runners. There
were times in '67 when Bridgewater trackmen would enter as many
as 7 or 8 events. still, the trackteam was able to win one finishing
with a 1-4 record.
The 1968 season looks much
better.
From a 6-man squad the
team has grown to almost '30. Captain Vic DeFelice did most of the
work in getting the team to the
point where it can call itself a
trackteam. Back from last year's
team are Sophomore Joe "Pops"
Hartel, a javelin chucker. ChriS
Brady, mostly a high jumper, and
Vic DeFelice, a quarter miler, 220
sprinter and broad jumper.
The key to any Bears track success is going to lie mainly in the
sprints. Since steve Landers left
Bridgewater the track team has been
looking for someone to repeat Landers' 1967 sprint performances in
the 1968 season.
Among some of the new faces on
the team are Greg Lee, who is a
strong quarter miler and a threat
in the shot put; Bruce Nelson a BSC
cross country runner turned miler;
Stephen Weitzberger a graduate of
Plymouth High who should also be a
strong miler; and Greg Stradely a
6 ft. high jumper. strong shot putter,
and a threat in the sprints.
Thi s season could give the Bridgewater State track team a big boost.
A winning season would undoubtably
attract some attention and possibly
new talent and what is badly needed-new equipment.

The annual spring banquet sponsored by the Bridgewater Women's
Recreation Association will be held
Thursday. May 16, at6:15intheTillinghast Dining Hall. The theme of
the evening will be "Recreation -An International Language." Speakers will include Miss Dorothy
Richardson, faculty member from
the University of Massachusetts and
prominent spokesman in the recreation world, Miss Jane Nugent, the
1967-1968 president ofWRA, and the
incoming president.
The speeches and dinner will be
followed by the presentation of tlie
1967-68 W.R.A. individual and group
awards which are determined on
participatory basis. Installation of
the newly elected officers of the
1968-69 W.R.A. executive board also
will be included in the program.
All women on campus, faculty,
dormitory residents, and commuters are welcome. However, since
the dining hall cannot accommodate
every woman on campus, the students are asked to sign up for the
banquet on sheets to be posted in
their respective dorms or on the
W.R.A. section of the main building and in the gymnasium.
Earlier in the year the W.R.A.
reevaluated the meaningfulness of
the banquet as an evening for all
members whether active or inactive
in the Association. This was done
through
representative - headed
opinion polls.
The consensus of
opinion favored the traditional banquet as more meaningful than one
that would include active members
exclusively. With this in mind, the
Women's Recreation Association
Sincerely hopes that the banquet
for this year will be as memorable
as those in the past.

fine reality--breaking down the
whole pattern of discursive thought.
Friedman. Yes, T think this was a
process that was given impetus by
the fantastic revelation of the subconscious by Freud and the realization that beneath' this reality, the socalled external reality, is the dream
world, the world of the irrational
underlying much of our behavior,
that novelists like Joyce and Proust
were beginning to explore and project.
'
Interviewer. But we call it Absurd
Theater. Do you think absurd is the
proper label?
Friedman. Well, like all labels it
is only a label. There are many
different types of absurdplaywrights
who would probably resent being
lumped into one category.
Interviewer. Getting back to JACK
OR THE SUBMISSION, did you have
any trouble in casting?
I would
imagine that it would take a rather
fearless actress to play the part of
Roberta, for example.
Friedman. Why do you think fearless?
InterViewer. Simply because she is
so horrible and such a freak. Bridgewater being a rather parochial, not
too avant-garde, SOCiety .•.
Friedman. I hope you're not going
to put this in..•
Interviewer. She might be subjected
to a great deal of critiCism.
Friedman.
Well in that case you
might say that the play itself might
be subject to a great deal of
criticismy not only Roberta, but I
think many other characters are
lampooned as well so I think that in
a sense everybody is fearless, not
only Roberta.
Interviewer.
Did you have any
trouble getting actors?
Friedman. I was delighted with the
response to these plays. Most of the
student actors had not read these
plays previously so in 'a sense they
didn't understand it. They felt puzzled with the form. However, during
the tryouts, as the characters were
coming to life, Ifeltthatthey readily
began to identify with them.•• It's my
hope that they will get so used to
doing this stylized. non-realistic
play that the real world will seem
unreal ... and the unreal will become
real.
Interview. We've been hearing a lot
of rumors about the scenic design
and some unique innovations you
have planned for bothplays. Can you
tell us anything about it yet?
Friedman. I don't want to go into
detail· about the scenery, but I will
tell you this••• as far as JACK is
concerned, I conceive of JACK as a
surrealistic puppet show. In line
with statements by Ionesco about his

dramatic method, I based my conception on two things, Number one,
the fact that in most of his plays
the character.s are puppet-like and,
secondly, ronesco's own statement
that one of the great influences on
his life was being taken., to the Lux-, .
embourg Gardens by his mother and
seeing the Guignole, the Punch and
Judy shows. He hated the naturalistic theatre: to him it was false.
Interviewer.
Yet, Ionesco calls
JACK a naturalistic comedy.
Friedman. Well, I think he meant
that in a certain sense. He starts
his play in a naturalistic way and
uses that as a point of departure,
so that in the end of the play we
arrive at the complete disintegration
of language.
Interviewel'. Now the AMERICAN
DREAM ••• different directors have
used various approaches. Some have
done it in drag, for example.
Friedman. I wish you wouldn't put
that in, you know, I mean .••
Interviewer. Why?
Friedman.
I don't know why, I
think because we wouldn't want to
frighten the peoDle away. I wouldn't
want to give people the idea that
this is such a perverted, degenerate
plaY•• eit is, but I'd rather let them
find out for themselves.
On the
other hand, maybe this information
might be tittilating enough to arouse
their curiosity. But getting back to
the question. You say various directors have had different interpretations; in drag and so forth, I don't
think it is necessary to do this. It
would have different values perhaps
and it would be interesting to see it
done this way, but I think that the
play stands on its own, as it did
when it was done initially with a
heterosexual cast off Broadway.
Discounting that idea, there are, of
course, several other ways of doing
it. One would be a straight, realistic approach such was done in the
original production; regular box set,
archway, stuffed furniture; rather.
I thought, unsuitable to the purpose
of the play. I can understand budget
limitations in an off Broadway production by a young playwright" however, the setting was rather drab. I
don't see this as drab at all. I see
this as a "pop" play. The Pop Art
concept is going to be employedo
William Zinsser wrote a book called
POP GOES AMERICA. In !the said,
"pop means instant values •.• poP is
an enjoyment of the superficial."
This idea of instant values is so relative to THE AMERICAN DREAM
that
Mr. Terhune, our scenic
designer, along with Jim Moore, our
student designer, are taking it as
our cue and we anticipate some
pretty wild things, visually.

SUlTealistic Puppet Show Continued

which threaten his real freedom.
Interviewer.
You called JACK a
family play .•.
Friedman, Well, in a very loose
sense•..
Interviewer. I know there will be a
lot of families in the audience.
Which brings us to another question.
What effect do you think a play of
this nature will have on the Bridgewater audience composed as it is of
Mom and Dad and perennial old
town lady supporters of our productions?
Friedman. You can approach aplay
on many different levels. People
will get out of it what they want to
get out of it anyway, and it's hard
to measure. The plays are so wildly
comic and grotesque in themselves,
with a great deal of visual comedy,
very broad comedy. that I think they
will be entertaining. What effect
they're going to have on some of the
people who are not used to this type
of drama is very hard to say. They
might be a bit bewildered or a bit
confused, but hopefully they will keep
laughing through their puzzlement.
Interviewer. I hope so, too! I'm
sure many people are not aware of
the attitude of Absurd Theater, What
implications do you sre in it?
Friedman. I think it is a kind of
continuation of the process which attempts to break through the narrow
bounds of realism which has permeated the drama of the 20th century and get back to the so called
roots of theater; its original ritualistic and communal basiS.
Interviewer. By the narrow bounds
of realism do you mean the realistic
action, movement on stage?
Friedman. Well
I think that
Ionesco's criticism of realism would
be meaningful here. Ionesco feels
that realism never looks beyond
reality. As a matter of factitfalsi£les it and, "leaves out of account
the obsessive truths that are must
fundamental to us: love, death and
wonder .•• truth lies in our dreams,
our imagination." In other words
the reality that we see is the surface representation, no matter how
close to the truth--Iet's say as in
the case of Miller, where characters
are in a more or less Ibsenian
framework of a well made play, with
a progression. a beginning, a middle.
and an end, plot development, psychological realism but an advance
toward
expressionistic
drama.
Ionesco and later absurdists have
used this expressionistic drama as a
starting point for revolution in the
theater.
Interviewer. So perhaps what the absurd theater might be trying to do as
you see it is breaking down the logical framework within which we con-

